
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of RemarksE1470 July 29, 2002
services are unevenly distributed within and
across the States, and reach just a small per-
centage of eligible individuals. In the words of
Howard Dean, the Governor of Vermont who
also happens to be a physician and who re-
cently testified on Capitol Hill on behalf of the
National Governors Association, ‘‘We can pro-
vide a higher quality of life by avoiding institu-
tional services whenever possible. . . . We
will still need quality nursing home care for the
foreseeable future, but we can maintain the
necessary level of needed nursing home care
while growing home and community based
services if Congress will give the States the
tools.’’

The MiCASSA bill is precisely the tool both
the States and consumers need to obtain
more cost effective long-term services in the
most appropriate setting for the individual. In-
stead of creating a new entitlement, MiCASSA
makes the existing entitlement more flexible. It
amends Title 19 of the Social Security Act and
creates an alternative service called Commu-
nity Attendant Services and Supports. This al-
lows individuals eligible for Nursing Facility
Services or Intermediate Care Facility Serv-
ices for the Mentally Retarded, regardless of
age or disability, the choice to use these dol-
lars for ‘‘Community Attendant Services and
Supports.’’

These attendant services and supports
range from assisting with activities of daily liv-
ing, such as eating, toileting, grooming, dress-
ing, bathing and transferring, as well as other
activities including meal planning and prepara-
tion, managing finances, shopping and house-
hold chores.

Quality assurance programs, which promote
consumer control and satisfaction, are also in-
cluded in this bill. The provision of services
must be based on an assessment of functional
need and according to a service plan ap-
proved by the consumer. It also allows con-
sumers to choose among various service de-
livery models including vouchers, direct cash
payments, fiscal agents and agency providers.

Some have argued that such a flexible and
consumer friendly option would bring people
who need these services ‘‘out of the wood-
work’’ and make our Medicaid costs skyrocket.
This bill has been put together based on what
we have learned from pilot programs and best
practices throughout the States. Oregon and
Kansas have data to show that fear of sky-
rocketing costs is blown out of proportion.
While there may be some increase in the
number of people who use this option at first,
savings will be made on the less costly com-
munity based services and supports, as well
as the decrease in the number of people
going into institutions. The bill also allows
states to limit the total amount spent on long-
term care in a year to what the state would
have spent on institutional services.

Whether a child is born with a disability, an
adult has a traumatic injury or a person be-
comes disabled through the aging process, we
can and must do better in offering our citizens
the kind of long term care services they need
and deserve. I can think of no better way to
honor the memory of our departed disability
rights leader, Justin Dart, who died on June
22nd and was known by many as the father
of the Americans with Disabilities Act than to
support passage of H.R. 3612.
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Ms. CARSON of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to talk about the important issue of pas-
senger rail in America, and the future of Am-
trak.

The passenger rail system suffers from
gross neglect of our investment.

We have actively engaged in financing, de-
veloping, and preserving the infrastructure of
all other modes of transportation. Whether
bailing out the airline industry, federally fund-
ing and fixing the interstate highway system,
or subsidizing airport construction.

It is imperative that we build a world class
passenger railroad system in the United
States. We cannot wait for highways and air-
ports to become so overwhelmed that they
can no longer operate, and we cannot con-
tinue to hold the millions of Americans who
rely on rail service in limbo while we refuse to
provide Amtrak with adequate funding.

This is why yesterday I introduced H.R.
5216, the National Defense Rail Act, which will
mirror legislation introduced by Senator ER-
NEST HOLLINGS.

This legislation provides a blueprint for the
future of passenger rail in the United States.
The bill will help develop high-speed rail cor-
ridors, long distance routes, short distance
routes, security and life-safety needs, and will
provide Amtrak with the tools and funding it
needs to operate efficiently.

Mr. Speaker, we consider subsidies to air-
lines and roads be worthwhile investments in
our economy and our quality of life. We must
make the same investment to create a world-
class passenger rail system in order to see
the same kinds of benefits.

I urge my colleagues to join me by cospon-
soring this bill, and show your support for a
strong national passenger rail system.
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Mr. GEPHARDT. Mr. Speaker, I submit the
attached document, which is the transcript of
the corporate accountability hearing conducted
by Members of the House of Representatives,
for printing in the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD.

OPENING STATEMENT BY HOUSE DEMOCRATIC
LEADER HON. RICHARD A. GEPHARDT

Mr. GEPHARDT. Thank you all for being
here. If I could, I would like to make an
opening statement, and then we will get to
our first panel, with appreciation for all of
our panelists for their time and effort to be
here with us today for this important hear-
ing.

We are honored to have with us today some
very talented and special guests, an all-star
team of experts on the issue of corporate ac-
countability and responsibility that has be-
come one of the most important issues in our
country.

I think many of us are tired of the old left-
right political debates because, to my mind,

the issue before us is not about politics but
about what’s right for our country and how
to restore people’s trust and faith in our eco-
nomic institutions. This is a discussion
about enacting strong safeguards that will
protect investors, protect consumers, and
move every American forward with an agen-
da that gives everyone a chance to succeed.

We need to apply our values to governing.
Our values tell us that accountability and
responsibility must be operating principles
in our markets, especially for the corpora-
tions that form the bedrock of our capital-
istic system.

Sensible rules that enable our companies
to function effectively will grow the eco-
nomic pie for every American taxpayer and
every American family. Too many times in
the last 7 or 8 years the special interests and
extremist voices that would like to get rid of
almost all regulations have triumphed in the
face of common sense and the sentiment of
the majority of the American people. Too
often these voices have had a real and, I
would submit, destructive impact on our
laws and our economic health.

So today we are here to listen and to learn,
not simply to what went wrong but, more
importantly, to figure out how to make it
right.

Democrats in Congress have spent months
seeking solutions to this crisis, and we are
prepared to go to any part of this country to
figure out what happened, why it happened,
and the best way to fix the problem.

This week, as you all know, the Senate
unanimously passed—and I’ll say it again,
unanimously passed, and that’s a rare occa-
sion—a crucial bill that would attack the
current crisis of confidence. The Sarbanes
bill would bring about structural changes in
our auditing system, making sure that au-
dits are objective and independent, while im-
posing stiff criminal penalties on bad actors
and actresses.

We in the House have been working for
months to pass a strong initiative that
would also protect people’s pensions and re-
store investors’ faith. We have offered a fi-
nancial services bill, a criminal penalties
bill, and an offshore tax havens bill as part
of a much more comprehensive business In-
vestors’ and Employees’ Bill of Rights.

Unfortunately, the leadership in the House
in the Republican Party—and, therefore, the
leadership—has blocked these proposals. We
have faith that these problems can still be
fixed. We have the most ingenious entre-
preneurs, the brightest minds leading our
way to innovation. And we have the hardest
working, most resilient, most resourceful
people on the face of the Earth. And for that,
we are all grateful.

And today we pledge to continue to work
together in order to do what’s simply right
for the people that we all represent.

We thank our guests, and especially my
brave colleagues in the Congress who every
day speak up for the American people and
who helped build this country into the great-
est nation that’s ever existed.

PANEL 1: PENSIONS, WALL STREET AND
CORPORATE FRAUD

Mr. GEPHARDT. I’d like to introduce our
first panel.

What can I say about Eliot Spitzer. He was
at this a long time before any of us were fo-
cusing on these problems of corporate abuse
and accountability. At the State level, he
helped to launch a national reform effort to
close loopholes and to hold people who don’t
play by the rules accountable.

The same goes for Richard Moore, State
Treasurer in North Carolina. Richard Moore
has worked hard to protect the pensions of
all the people in his State. He’s understood
the fundamental truth, that without trans-
parency and clear rules of the road, our in-
vestors get hurt, employees suffer, and our
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